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FROM YEAR TO YEAR. When the annual entertainments at hospitals and infirmaries attract from the public special attention to their nursing departments, improvements are generally found to have taken place during the interval since the last anniversary. Sometimes The sum of money raised for the endowment of a cot at the Great Ormond Street Children's Hospital, in memory of Mr. Corney Grain, has proved sufficient to provide also for an annual distribution of toys to the Bmall inmates. The first of these gifts were handed to the little ones last week on the occasion of their Christmas treat.
ROYAL FREE STUDENTS AND NURSES.
A great change has taken place since last year in the accommodation provided for the women students at the Royal Free Hospital, and now it is to be hoped that some further improvements in the nurses' quarters may receive consideration. The adoption of a pretty and neat style of cap by the nursing staff has received complimentary notice from many visitors.
EARNINGS OF PRIVATE NURSES-
It is announced by a correspondent in the local Press that the Lady Superintendent of the Royal Infirmary, Hull, will be glad to receive applications for nurses. With the approval of the board she has organised a private nursing branch in connection with the infirmary, and hopes thus to retain the services of some of the probationers who have completed a course of three years' training in the infirmary. In addition to the obvious advantage to the neighbourhood of securing a constant supply of skilled nurses for private cases, the writer of the letter in question also suggests that the income of the institution will be increased by the scheme; but we fail to see how that can rightly be expected. If "What, then, will destroy these germs?" you will say. Something is needed which will not only kill them when they are alive, but will also prevent them when lodged in an unhealthy part from coming to maturity at all; and it is the object of disinfectants to destroy or make harmless germs which under favourable conditions will prove most harmful.
Antiseptic substances are those which prevent the growth of these small organisms, and which thu3 check putrefaction.
Germs of disease, such as small-pox and scarlet fever, escape into the air and spread the disease, and if no means are taken to destroy them they will lodge in human beings, who are then said to " catch " the complaint. From Afterwards Sister Ruston distributed from a well-laden tree the various articles to the delighted little ones. The ward decorations were unusually light and pretty, coloured crepe paper relieving the iheaviness of the evergreens. Matron, sisters, and nurses are to be congratulated for the excellent manner which they arranged everything for the enjoyment of the poor suffering inmates.
Christmas at Linaore Fever Hospital.?The convalescent ward at this hospital presented a most gay and festive appearance. The chief feature of all the decorations was the Christmas tree, laden with toys and useful presents. The patients, and especially the children, were delighted, and entered into the spirit of the entertainment with so much zest and evident enjoyment that the nurses felt doubly repaid for all their iefforts to make Christmas Day a happy time for them. Unlike those in general hospitals who look forward to seeing their friends, these poor patients, owing to the nature of their disease, are deprived of this pleasure, as they are also cut off from other amusements, such as concerts, &c., sd frequently given by charitable ladies and gentlemen in other hospitals. It is only right that Christmas Day in fever hospitals should be made doubly happy for the patients, if only to dispel the sense of isolation they must feel at this time especially. The Christmas tree was a thoughtful gift from a gentleman who evidently reasoned that fever patients deserved as much sympathy from the outside world as the patients in non-infectious hospitals. The toys and useful articles which adorned the tree were the result of an " appeal" inserted through the kindness of the editor in the local paper. Needless to say, it was responded to in a most generous way, showing that if these matters Were brought forward a little more clearly before the public their sympathies would be quite* as! much in favour of providing the means for Christmas festivities in fever hospitals as in the more favoured general ones. Old linen of all kinds will be gratefully received by Sister Isabel, 43, Stepney Green, E., for the use of the sick poor in the district.
Linen is still required to stock the cupboards properly at the Eist End Mothers'Home, Commercial Road East.
Sheets, pillow-ca=e% towels, and night gowns will be gladly acknowledged by Mies Blomfield, who is also glad of warm garments wherewith to supplement the scanty outfits provided by the poor mothers to take their babies home in.
Oan you tell me of a home in or near London where a paralysed man could be reoeived for ?1 per week?
Reply to " G. M.," care of the Editor, 428, Strand, W.O.
